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Speech delivered by M. Jean-Yves Le
Drian, Minister for Europe and Foreign
Affairs, to the diplomatic community in
Biarritz
Mr. Mayor,

Madam Minister, dear Nathalie,

Mr. Apostolic Nuncio,

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Ladies and gentlemen, elected representatives and representatives of the "living forces" of the
region,

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

In a few months’ time, here in Biarritz, the heads of state and government of this forum – the
G7, created 43 years ago – will be meeting here on France’s initiative. (…)

Since the first informal meetings of the White House “Library Group” following the first oil
shock, the G7 has always been about avant-garde thinking. Formalized on the initiative of
President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, the G7 – initially dedicated solely to economic issues –
gradually embraced all areas of cooperation, acting as a genuine laboratory of ideas in the face
of major changes in the international situation.

Many innovative and concrete mechanisms have emerged from its discussions. To it we owe the
creation of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and with it the huge
momentum that changed the face of Central and Eastern Europe as the Cold War ended. To it
we owe the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), which today enables us to combat money
laundering and terrorism funding. To it we partly owe the crucial Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria, which has already allowed millions of lives to be saved worldwide and
whose next replenishment conference France will host next year.

This history reminds us that multilateralism has proven itself. Provided we dare to innovate,
provided we dare to build the coalitions most able to resolve outstanding issues, it’s an effective
method, capable of producing concrete, collective solutions.

As the President announced at the United Nations General Assembly, the unifying thread of our
presidency and the Biarritz summit will be the fight against inequalities.

The world we’re living in is both more horizontal and more vertical. More horizontal because
everything moves around faster: goods, people, ideas and capital. Never have we been so
dependent on what happens on the other side of the world. But the world is also more vertical:
economically, the emergence of a billion people from extreme poverty between 2000 and 2015
can’t mask the sharp rise in inequalities. A few figures bear this out: half of global wealth is
currently in the hands of 1% of the population. Since the 1980s, the incomes of the richest 1%
have increased twice as much as those of the poorest 50%.

Lasting injustices – unequal access to care, unequal access to school and gender inequality –
have far from disappeared, including in the advanced economies.

Globalization now affects everyone in their daily lives. Terrorism, the environment, energy, trade
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