G7 MINISTERIAL MEETING
DEDICATED TO GENDER EQUALITY
9 -10 MAY 2019, PARIS

PRESS PACK

ÉDITO

France is hosting the “Group of Seven” Summit for the seventh time since 1975. This will provide G7
member states with the opportunity to focus on a joint challenge :

translating gender equality, a major cause in this French
presidential term, into a major global cause.
The ministerial meeting dedicated to gender equality will take place in Bondy and Paris on 9 and 10 May.
G7 members will be joined by an additional six countries to address three priorities : combatting sexist and
sexual violence – principally female genital mutilation and forced marriage – guaranteeing and supporting
women’s access to education, and working for women’s economic empowerment, notably with the award
of the AFD Digital Challenge “Innovation for Women in Africa” prize.
In order to achieve these objectives, France can draw on the valuable recommendations of the Advisory
Council, made up of experts and eminent figures from the research community, the arts world, civil society,
and international organisations.
With its support, the French presidency will put forward a legislative package to G7 member states so that
they can commit to adopting at least one law from this raft of legislation benefitting women.
The core purpose of this G7 Summit is to offer a powerful and coordinated response to the challenges
facing us, characterised by determination and actions, so that we can do full justice to the issues and to
citizen expectations.
Gender inequality is not acceptable and injustices suffered by women are repugnant ; the time is therefore
ripe for gender equality to become a major global cause.
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THE G7: SHARED VALUES AND A DESIRE
FOR COORDINATED ACTION

The G7, or Group of Seven, is made up of seven countries : Germany, Canada, the United States, France, Italy,
Japan, and the United Kingdom.
The European Union has also been involved in G7 activities since 1977. Together, the G7 nations account for 40 % of
global GDP and 10 % of the world’s population. A distinctive feature of the group is that it has no legal existence,
no permanent secretariat, and no ex officio members.
The presidency is held each year by one of the seven states, which provides the framework for the group’s activities
and sets the broad agenda.
The G7 was created to provide a coordinated response to the first oil crisis in 1975.
Since then, G7 heads of state and government have met annually to discuss issues such as peace and security,
the fight against terrorism, development, education, health, the environment, and climate change, which all involve
different stakeholders and require a joint response.
The G7 countries share a set of core values : democracy, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, the
free market, and respect for international law.
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The French G7 presidency’s priorities
for the Biarritz Summit
France has held the presidency of the G7 since 1 January 2019. It takes over from Canada, which hosted the 2018
Summit, and will hand over the presidency to the United States next year.
The Biarritz Summit takes place on 24 to 26 August and will be the culmination of the French presidency.
Five major priorities have been set for this Summit :

• fighting inequality of opportunity, highlighting gender equality, and promoting access to education
and high-quality health services ;

• reducing environmental inequality by providing increased funding for climate initiatives and pursuing an
equitable ecological transition, with a particular focus on preserving biodiversity and the oceans ;

• promoting fairer and more equitable business, tax and development policies ;
• implementing peace initiatives to combat security threats and terrorism, which undermine the
foundations of our societies ;

• harnessing the opportunities offered by digital technology and artificial intelligence in an ethical
and human-centred way.

The G7 summit will also be characterised by a renewed partnership with Africa, with an emphasis on three priorities :

1. creating sustainable employment
2. supporting entrepreneurship, with a particular
focus on women
3. enhancing and predicting conditions
for effective investment.
Working with its G5 Sahel partners, the G7 will launch an initiative focusing on the Sahel, offering additional support
for the Sahel Alliance, as well as promoting increased human development activity through education and health.
Enhanced economic prospects, greater resilience to crises, and increased action against trafficking will round off
the agenda to support this region.
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THE MINISTERIAL MEETING
ON GENDER EQUALITY

During the French G7 presidency, several ministerial meetings will be held in preparation for the Biarritz Summit in
August 2019. The meeting of ministers responsible for gender equality, chaired by Marlène Schiappa, will be
held on 9 and 10 May in Bondy and Paris.
The French presidency has pledged that combatting inequality will top the G7 agenda, with precedence being given
to gender equality. The ministerial meeting will therefore be a focus for feminist diplomacy. This active, practical and
comprehensive feminist diplomacy will cover topics such as violence, education and training. Ministerial work sessions
aim to promote this feminist diplomacy worldwide and to make gender equality a major global cause.

France will receive support from the Gender Equality Advisory Council, which was set up by
Canada in 2018.
The G7 is also firmly committed to pursuing recommendations from international civil society.
During its presidency, France is keen to refresh and widen its composition with new members from a
variety of sectors (the private sector, the research community, the arts world, civil society, international
youth associations, etc.). The Advisory Council, co-chaired by Nobel Prize winners Denis Mukwege
and Nadia Murad, now has 35 members.
After organising several meetings of the working group on gender inequality, the Advisory Council will
attend the G7 ministerial meeting on 10 May to present the legislative package.
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On 10 May, there will be several working sessions to discuss the 3 gender equality priorities :

1. The ﬁght against violence
The working session attended by G7 and European Union ministers will be devoted to sexist and sexual violence.
In 2018, France became a Champion of the “She Decides” movement for the sexual and reproductive rights of girls
and women.
The G7 will focus on two priorities in the fight against violence: combatting forced marriage and cyberbullying.

The ﬁght against female genital mutilation and forced marriage
In the context of the French presidency of the G7, Marlène Schiappa travelled to Burkina Faso to work with
all the stakeholders involved in mechanisms to eradicate female genital mutilation and forced marriage.
Discussions in the G7 meeting on 10 May will provide a forum for ministers to present procedures to support
the fight against sexual mutilation and child marriage. Legislation must now be drafted to promote the
emancipation and autonomy of women worldwide. A meaningful government initiative must encompass
the entire region by supporting States and NGOs in their crucial work to raise public awareness.
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La lutte contre le cyber harcèlement
In 2018, the French High Council for Gender Equality carried out
a survey into online violence and cyberbullying. The key results
showed that 73 % of women had experienced online violence
and that 18 % had suffered actual violence. Online content was
also analysed and the study showed that 92 % of sexist content
reported (insults, rape threats or hate content) was not removed
by online platforms. The data varies according to the platform :
Facebook 87 %; Twitter 89 %, and YouTube 100 % (French High
Council for Gender Equality, 2018).
Today, sexist violence compromises the security of women in
public and private spaces, and in cyberspace. The spread of
online violence and cyberbullying directed at women is a growing
phenomenon which states have not yet successfully addressed
via the implementation of effective solutions.
G7 members are therefore united in challenging the Big Four tech companies or GAFA (Google,
Amazon, Facebook, and Apple) and social media. Educational outreach must also be carried out in tandem
with legal measures and sanctions.

Women’s education
Today, two thirds of the 774 million illiterate adults in the world are women. The G7 working sessions will
therefore provide an opportunity to rally support for women’s education and in particular to fight for access
to quality education for girls and promote lifelong learning for women.
The G7 is committed to women and girls’ literacy globally. Access to education for girls and boys worldwide
is a priority, and France has organised a conference in Paris on 5 July, in partnership with the Sahel Alliance,
focusing on education for girls in Africa.
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Women’s economic empowerment, notably in Africa
France is keen to involve Argentina, Burkina Faso, New Zealand, Norway, Rwanda and Tunisia in the work of
the G7 during several sessions on 9 and 10 May 2019.
States must work together for women’s empowerment, particularly in Africa and the Sahel, by providing
funding for their projects and businesses. A plan for a financial instrument to supplement microloans will be
explored.
At the opening dinner for the ministerial session on 9 May, Marlène Schiappa and Rémy Rioux, President
of the Agence Française de Développement (AFD), will award 5 trophies to the winners of the third AFD
Digital Challenge : “Women’s Innovation in Africa”. These prizes are awarded to 5 start-ups set up by
men and women which use digital innovation as a vehicle for women’s inclusion across the African continent.
On the morning of Friday 10 May, ministers are invited to take part in a site visit to Bondy, a development
priority zone in Seine-Saint-Denis, where they will tour the Institute de recherche pour le développement
(Development Research Institute) and attend a presentation by Bond’Innov, an incubator for innovative
projects with a high social impact in France and the Global South. Bond’Innov has supported over 150
start-ups since 2011, and 40 % are being run by women in 17 countries in 2019. After a tour of the premises,
Bond’Innov has selected four start-ups run by women entrepreneurs who will present their businesses :
Tôtô Riibo in Burkina, Ndd’o Habitat in Cameroon, Zabbaan in Mali, and Sahelia in Burkina Faso.
The G7 working lunch will also address entrepreneurship with representatives from the World Bank and the
Council of Europe. After lunch, ministers will hear a presentation on the concept of “equality-conditionality”
which will pave the way for the introduction of a gender equality conditionality clause into the allocation of
public funds. Private investor coalitions have real economic weight, which allows them to drive economic and
social change, including genuine gender equality.
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THE BIARRITZ PARTNERSHIP –
PROMOTING LAWS IN FAVOUR OF
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

The French presidency, with the support of the Advisory Council, will identify a raft of laws best able to benefit women
globally. This legislative package will be submitted to the G7 states and they will be invited to make a commitment to
adopt or draw inspiration from at least one of these laws favouring women.
In order to foster an international dynamic in this area, other countries from every continent will be invited to join the
Biarritz Partnership.
Ensuring the continuity of the Biarritz Partnership post-2019 is a priority for the French presidency. The launch of
the initiative will be accompanied by a monitoring mechanism whose terms and conditions will be on the Advisory
Council’s work agenda.
The raft of laws will be submitted to G7 states at the Biarritz Summit and they will make a commitment to put forward
laws designed to make this partnership a tangible reality.
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LISTE DES
PARTICIPANTS
G7
France

Nouvelle-Zélande

Mme Marlène Schiappa, secrétaire d’État auprès du
Premier ministre, chargée de l’Égalité entre les femmes
et les hommes et de la Lutte contre les discriminations

Hon Julie Anne Genter, Minister for Women
– Représentée

Norvège

États-Unis

Mme Trine Skei Grande, ministre de la Culture et de
l’Égalité

Ms. Kathryn Kaufman, Managing Director for Global
Women’s Issues at the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation (OPIC)

Rwanda

Mme Solina Nyirahabimana, ministre du Genre et de la
Promotion Féminine

Royaume-Uni

Baroness Williams of Trafford, Minister for Equalities

Tunisie

Japon

Mme Neziha Labidi, ministre de la Femme, de la Famille,
de l’Enfance et des Seniors

Monsieur Kazuyuki NAKANE, State Minister for Cabinet
Office

Italie

Monsieur Vincenzo Spadafora, secrétaire d’État à la
Parité

Union européenne

Mme Vera Jourova, Commissaire européenne à la
Justice, aux Consommateurs et à l’Égalité des genres

Allemagne

Mme Caren Marks, secrétaire d’État au Ministère
allemand de la Famille, des Personnes âgées, des
Femmes et de la Jeunesse

Conseil de l’Europe

Canada

Mme Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni, secrétaire générale
adjointe du Conseil de l’Europe

Mme Maryam Monsef, ministre des Femmes et de
l’Égalité des genres

OCDE

Mme Gabriella Ramos, OECD Chief of Staff and Sherpa
to the G20

Pays invités
Argentine

Caisse de Depot et de Placement du
Quebec (CDPQ)

Carolina Stanley, ministre de la santé et du
développement social – Représentée

Mme Oona Stock, Executive Vice President, Talent and
Performance

Burkina-Faso

Banque mondiale

Mme Caren Grown, Senior Director, Gender

Mme Hélène Marie Laurence Ilboudo, ministre de la
Femme,de la Solidarité Nationale et de la Famille
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Conseil consultatif pour
l’égalité entre les femmes
et les hommes
Alice ALBRIGHT (États-Unis)

Directrice générale du Partenariat mondial pour
l’éducation

Lisa AZUELOS (France)

Réalisatrice française et défenseure des droits des
femmes

Bochra BELHAJ HMIDA (Tunisie)
Avocate et femme politique

Adjointe au maire de Fontenay-sous-Bois, en charge de
l’égalité et des droits des femmes, fondatrice d’école
pour femmes analphabètes en Algérie, copilote du
réseau SNCF au Féminin

Wided BOUCHAMAOUI (Tunisie)

Femme d’affaires tunisienne - Sous sa direction, l’UTICA
a obtenu le prix Nobel de la paix 2015, avec trois autres
organisations de la société civile tunisienne (Quartet)

Marie CERVETTI (France)

Directrice du centre d’hébergement et de réinsertion
« FIT – Une femme, un toit »

Présidente exécutive d’Havas Worldwide et fondatrice
de BETC

Caroline FOUREST (France)
Écrivaine, éditorialiste, réalisatrice

Chargée des politiques internationales de la Fndation Bill
& Melinda Gates

Brigitte GRÉSY (France)

Secrétaire générale du Conseil supérieur de l’égalité
professionnelle entre les femmes et les hommes

Yoko HAYASHI (Japon)

Avocate, a présidé, en 2015, le Comité pour l’élimination
de la discrimination à l’égard des femmes

Assia BENZIANE (France)

Mercedes ERRA (France)

Gargee GHOSH (États-Unis)

Isabelle HUDON (Canada)

Ambassadrice du Canada en France

Muriel IGHMOURACENE (France)

Auteure, infirmière puéricultrice, directrice de crèche,
professeure de théâtre

Katja IVERSEN (Danemark)

Directrice de l’Organisation de plaidoyer international
Women Deliver

Rula JEBREAL (Italie-Israël-Palestine)
Journaliste, écrivaine et spécialiste des relations
internationales

Aranya JOHAR (Inde)

Poétesse, slameuse, militante

Michael KAUFMAN (Canada)
Auteur et éducateur
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Melanie KREIS (Allemagne)

Alexandra PALT (France)

Femme d’affaires et directrice financière de Deutsche
Post

Directrice générale en charge de la responsabilité
sociétale et environnementale chez L’Oréal et directrice
générale de la fondation L’Oréal

Aïssata LAM (Mauritanie)

Natalia PONCE DE LEÓN (Colombie)

Présidente de la Jeune Chambre de commerce de
Mauritanie et promotrice de l’entrepreneuriat féminin

Femme d’affaires, fondatrice de la Fondation Natalia
Ponce de León qui a pour vocation la défense, la
promotion et la protection des droits humains

Jamie Mc COURT (États-Unis)

Femme d’affaires et avocate, Jamie Mc COURT est
ambassadrice des États-Unis d’Amérique en France et
à Monaco

Kareen RISPAL (France)

Ambassadrice de France au Canada

Phumzile MLAMBO-NGCUKA (Afrique
du sud)

Inna SHEVCHENKO (Ukraine)
Militante, Femen

Femme politique sud-africaine, Secrétaire générale
adjointe de l’ONU et Directrice exécutive d’ONUFemmes

Nasrin SOTOUDEH (Iran)

Avocate et militante des droits humains, membre du
Conseil Consultatif à titre symbolique

Virginie MORGON (France)

Grégoire THERY (France)

Présidente du directoire de la société d’investissement
Eurazéo

Secrétaire général du Mouvement du Nid Directeur
exécutif de CAP international

Vanessa MOUNGAR (France-Tchad)

Emma WATSON (Royaume-Uni)

Directrice du département « Genre, femmes et société
civile » à la Banque africaine de développement

Actrice, Ambassadrice de bonne volonté d’ONU
Femmes

Denis MUKWEGE (République
Démocratique du Congo)

Angélique KIDJO (Bénin)

Gynécologue, militant des droits humains, Prix Nobel de
la Paix 2018

Artiste interprète/compositrice, Ambassadrice de Bonne
Volonté d’UNICEF

Nadia MURAD (Irak)

Devi LEIPER O’MALLEY
(Cambodge-États-Unis)

Militante irakienne des droits humains, issue de la
communauté Yézidie - Prix Nobel de la Paix 2018

Fondatrice et directrice de FRIDA

Irene NATIVIDAD (Philippines)

Présidente de l’Institut de recherche et d’éducation
GlobeWomen, du Global Summit of Women, et de
Corporate Women Directors International
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PROGRAM

PROGRAMME

Thursday, May 9th
2:00 – 5:00 pm
Bilateral meetings
11 Rue Berryer - 75008 Paris

7:00 – 10:00 pm
Dinner
Pavillon Elysée
10 Avenue des Champs-Élysées - 75008 Paris
No interpretation

Friday, May 10th
08:30 – 09:30 am
Visit to Bondy

Project incubator laboratory created by women entrepreneurs
Institut de recherche pour le développement
32 avenue Henri Varagnat - 93140 Bondy
Delegations
France, United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Italy, Germany, Canada,
European Union (European Commission), Argentina,
Tunisia, Norway, Burkina-Faso, Rwanda, New Zealand

Interpretation french/english

10:30 am – 12:30 pm
G7 Meeting
Fight against sexist and sexual violence
(focus on online violence)
11 Rue Berryer - 75008 Paris

Delegations
France, United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Italy, Germany, Canada,
European Union (European Commission)

Interpretation - 5 languages (FR, ENG, JPN, DE, ITA)
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MAY, 9

AND 10

2019 - PARIS

12:30 – 2:00 pm
Lunch
Women’s entrepreneurship in Africa
Delegations
France, United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Italy, Germany, Canada,
European Union (European Commission), Argentina, Tunisia, Norway, Burkina-Faso,
Rwanda, New Zealand, Council of Europe, World Bank

Interpretation - 5 languages (FR, ENG, JPN, DE, ITA)

2:00 – 2:40 pm
Bilateral meetings
2:40 pm
Family picture
2:40 – 4:40 pm
Working session with the Gender Equality Advisory Council
(GEAC) on the Biarritz Partenariat
Delegations
France, United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Italy, Germany, Canada,
European Union (European Commission), Argentina, Tunisia, Norway, Burkina-Faso,
Rwanda, New Zealand, Caisse de Dépôt et du Placement du Québec,
Council of Europe, OECD, World Bank

Interpretation - 5 languages (FR, ENG, JPN, DE, ITA)

5:00 – 6:00 pm
Wrap-up meeting and press conference
Delegations
France, United States, United Kingdom, Japan, Italy, Germany, Canada,
European Union (European Commission), Argentina, Tunisia, Norway, Burkina-Faso,
Rwanda, New Zealand, Caisse de Dépôt et du Placement du Québec,
Council of Europe, OECD, World Bank
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