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The best friendships are those that are able tptadathe issues of the present and prepare the
challenges of the future. Because we share thigiction with His Majesty Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed

Al Nahayan, we decided, immediately after my etacas President of the French Republic, to open a
new chapter in relations between our two countaed to take the strategic partnership that has
existed between us since 1997 to a new and evea analpitious level.

In January 2008, during my visit to the United AEnirates, we took the historic decision to install
French military base in Abu Dhabi, at the requdgshe Emirates authorities. | am very happy, and
also very moved, to return today to inaugurate Hase, which marks a historic milestone in the
friendship between our two countries and betweerivwo peoples.

We have been strategic partners for 15 years, ditikethe defence accord we signed in 1995. With
this permanent base, our commitment alongside goorbes even stronger. This base proves that our
country is prepared to commit itself fully, togethwith you, to the security of the region. It preve
that France is prepared to take every risk fofrisnds. The message is clear: we will stand by you
under all circumstances, even the most difficdlisIsaid that it is in adversity that one recogsis
one’s friends. You should know that you can alweysnt on us if the security of the regiaere ever

to be threatened.

With this first French military base in the Middiast, our country also shows that it intends to be
fully engaged in the security and stability of thégjion, which is crucial to world equilibrium. Free
has many allies in the region; our presence in Bibiabi will enable us to reinforce our strategic
partnership with them.

Last but not least, we hope that solid multilateiefience cooperation will develop among our allies
the region. For this reason, we wanted to fullyolie Qatar in the recent French-Emirates “Gulf
Shield” military exercise. In a region as troubkeslyours, it is essential that the countries defend
the same values work together to reinforce theimroon security.

But the exceptional ties that exist between our ¢aantries are not limited to the strategic dimensi
important as it is. They are also political, ecofmand cultural.

The history of our relations proves, if proof beeded, that the soundest friendships are not
necessarily gauged by how long they have lastehdér, which was virtually absent from your region

thirty years ago, is fully engaged in it today. Niee knows that better than you, the United Arab
Emirates, who have become one of our leading parinethe Middle East. It took vision and great

determination to build such a strong relationshiguch a short amount of time and | pay tribute to
His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahayaa,ftlunder of the federation, who did so much to

bring our two peoples together. Together with Highdess Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahayan,

we are treading the path that he showed.
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The strength of our friendship also springs fromn commitment to our shared values of tolerance,
openness and dialogue. We express these valuegrigoonmon struggle to achieve a more just
globalisation and in our common commitment to peaspecially for the peoples of the region.

Today the United Arab Emirates sets an exampldaherregion and the world. Because you are a
beacon of stability in the Middle East, because goe a model of moderation and tolerance in a
region often cruelly lacking them, and because g one of the first artisans of the dialogue of
cultures, we stand, and will always stand, with.yenance is proud to be your friend.

The United Arab Emirates is also living proof tlae can be true to one’s culture and one’s identity
without turning one’s back on modernity and thosm\are different. You are the best response to the
extremists and fundamentalists who are bent on simgoon us, by hook or by crook, a suicidal
confrontation between Islam and the West. This monétion must at all costs be avoided and we can
only achieve this together, thanks to countrieg Klours. Therein, also, lies the meaning of our
friendship.

At the heart of our relationship, there are alsoyv&rong economic ties that have been steadily
strengthened over time. The development of thdadars owes much to your leaders who, by opting
for modernity, openness and diversification, fostiethe growth of an extraordinarily dynamic

economy. | am delighted that more and more Frermhpenies are deciding to be part of its

development.

With His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahay we also set new horizons for our
cooperation by signing a historic agreement orliaivinuclear energy in January 2008. | have always
considered that civilian nuclear energy is the gynef the future and that it should no longer be
reserved for only a few Western countries but thatead all countries should have access to it,
provided, of course, that they comply with inteioaél rules. The agreement we have signed will
enable France to assist you in setting up thetitisthal framework required for the developmentof
nuclear power sector. And | am delighted that comjgen between French and UAE institutions in
charge of the project has already made considepabtgess.

There is one last pillar in our friendship thaipesticularly important to me. | refer of coursedor
cultural relations, which have just experienceduaprecedented expansion, with the initiation of
extraordinarily innovative projects. The Louvre ADhabi and the Sorbonne Abu Dhabi are the two
best examples, but many other French institutiang hestablished similar partnerships, primarily in
the field of higher education. These projects owacimto the Emirates authorities, who made a
commitment to the future and to their dynamic yoyapple by placing education, research and
culture at the heart of their policies. These argible examples of the dialogue of cultures that o
world so greatly needs.

In a world in which challenges abound, our frierigsh a treasure, it is a promise for the futuree W

must do our utmost to sustain and nurture it. Y@y ount on me to work with your leaders to build
a common future for our two countries and our tworges.
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